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Shake-up could replace 
leaders at State Dept., CIA 


BY PHILIP RUCKER, ASHLEY 
PARKER AND ANNE GEARAN 


Washington Post 


WASHINGTON 
The White House has readied 
a plan to oust embattled Secre- 
tary of State Rex Tillerson and 
replace him with CIA Director 
Mike Pompeo, who has become 
one of the most personally loyal 
and politically savvy members 
of President Donald Trump’s 


national security team, two 
administration officials 
confirmed Thursday. 

The plan, hatched by 
White House Chief of Staff 
John Kelly, is expected to be 
set in motion over the next 
few weeks, and has broad 
support within Trump’s 
inner circle, the officials 
said. But it was unclear whether 
Trump had signed off on the 
plan yet, and the president has 


Tom 
Cotton 


ters before finalizing decisions 


with public announcements. 

Under the plan, Pompeo 
would likely be replaced at 
the CIA by Sen. Tom Cotton, 
R-Ark., one of Trump’s most 
steadfast defenders and a 
confidant to some leading 
members of the foreign pol- 
icy team, according to the 
officials, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity because 
the White House has not public- 
ly announced the moves. 


Mike 
Pompeo 


Rex 
Tillerson 


been known to change his mind 
about personnel and other mat- 


The New York Times was first 
to report on Thursday morning 
Kelly’s active plan for the per- 
sonnel changes. 

Asked during a Thursday 
morning meeting with the 
crown prince of Bahrain, Sal- 
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
whether he wants Tillerson to 
remain as secretary of state, 
Trump told reporters, “He’s 
here. Rex is here.” 

White House spokesmen did 
not immediately comment. 
Cotton spokeswoman Caroline 
Rabbitt Tabler said, “Senator 
Cotton’s focus is on serving 
Arkansans in the Senate.” 

Throughout the fall, Tiller- 
son’s departure has been widely 
expected, given his rocky rela- 
tionship with the president, and 
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Coach Smith’s mementos 
are on display at UNC library 


BY JANE STANCILL 
jstancill@newsobserver.com 


CHAPEL HILL 

The personal papers of Dean 
Smith have been donated to the 
University of North Carolina’s 
Wilson Library, where fans will 
be able to peruse handwritten 
notes and gain new insights into 
the famous basketball coach. 

The university announced the 
gift Thursday. The collection 
includes 12,000 items that be- 
longed to the late UNC coach, 
who died in 2015 at the age of 
83. 

Visitors to the library will be 
able to see scrapbooks made by 
Smith’s parents, marking mile- 
stones in his early career. 
There’s a telegram from “Mi- 
chael,” presumably Michael 
Jordan, congratulating Smith on 
877 wins, when he surpassed the 
record of University of Kentucky 
coach Adolph Rupp. And there’s 
a scrap of notebook paper, circa 
2000, for then-Kansas coach 
Roy Williams, with scribbled 
tips and a diagram on how to 
beat Duke: “Don’t handle 
screens very well....Press of- 
fense.” 

Despite the intense competi- 
tion, there was apparently no 
animosity between Smith and 
Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski, 
who would eventually pass 
Smith as winningest men’s bas- 
ketball coach. Seven years later, 
Coach K would write Smith a 
note of congratulations for be- 
ing inducted into the FIBA Hall 
of Fame. “I am so happy that 
your accomplishments in the 
international game have been so 
well recognized,” Krzyzewski 
wrote. 

Smith responded with well 
wishes for Coach K’s U.S. Olym- 
pic team - a coaching honor the 
two men had in common. 

When Smith retired in 1997, 
he was the winningest men’s 
basketball coach in NCAA Divi- 
sion I history, with 879 victories 
and two national titles. Building 
a dynasty at UNC over 36 years, 
Smith was regarded as a genius 
of the game. 


AP file photo 


Ex-UNC player Michael Jordan gives his former coach Dean Smith a kiss during halftime of a game 
against Wake Forest in Chapel Hill on Feb. 10, 2007, when the 1982 and 1957 title teams were honored. 


The documents at Wilson 
Library shed light on a man who 
was fairly private and uncom- 
fortable with the fame that 
came along with his storied 
career. 

In 1998 he sent a letter to a 
UNC library curator after an 
event to celebrate the opening 
of an exhibit on TV newsman 
Charles Kuralt’s papers. No 
doubt responding to a request 
from the curator, Smith wrote: 
“I am willing to talk to you 
someday about personal papers, 
but I doubt if you would want 
mine. I would probably have 
trouble finding them anyway.” 
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A handwritten note to current UNC head Coach Roy Williams from 
former coach Dean Smith is among the personal records donated 
Thursday to the university’s Wilson Library. 
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U.S. Attorney Andrew Murray 
talked about his priorities in his 
new job, but said he'll follow the 
directives of his bosses. 


Murray 
says he'll 
follow 
Sessions’ 
priorities 


BY MICHAEL GORDON 
mgordon@charlotteobserver.com 


Three days after his swearing- 
in this week, Andrew Murray 
still needed directions Wednes- 
day to get to a meeting in the 
labyrinthine U.S. Attorney’s 
offices on West Trade Street. 

But the new top federal prose- 
cutor for the Western District of 
North Carolina has no such 
directional problems when 
speaking about the priorities for 
him and his staff. 

“Pm a military 
guy,” he recently 
told a social gath- 
ering of white- 
collar crime at- 
torneys at an 
uptown law firm, 
according to an 
audience mem- 
ber. “I take my 
orders from my commanding 
officer.” 

In this case, Murray’s CO is 
Attorney General Jeff Session, a 
former U.S. senator and federal 
prosecutor from Alabama cred- 
ited with establishing new - and 
sometimes controversial - law- 
and-order objectives at the U.S. 
Department of Justice. 

Murray, 55, the new U.S. At- 
torney for Charlotte-Mecklen- 
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